
Big Will  

 I wish you could                     

have been there!! 

On Saturday, January 2, we 

celebrated the life of William 

ñBig Willò Jones, a former CF 

teen, one of the first CF college 

scholarship recipients,  and 

summer staff member.   He died 

in his sleep on Christmas Eve at the age of 36! Big 

Will exemplified the ministry of Christian Friendli-

ness.   At his funeral there was a time for people to 

share about how Willôs life mattered to them.  I 

wish you could have been there to see some of the 

returns on your investments at CF. 

It was a funeral of testimonies!  One after another 

young men and women stood and shared how Big 

Will kept them coming to Christian  Friendliness.  

They shared how he encouraged, comforted, and 

continually challenged them to commit their life to 

Christ.  Big Will touched dozens of lives!  He took 

his relationship with Christ seriously and lived the 

out the Great  Commission!! 

It made Sarah and I thankful that we have invested 

22 years of our lives in young men like William 

Jones.  It reminded us of what God is doing 

through your support of  Christian Friendliness.  

Finally, it has made us resolve to pursue more 

young ñWilliamsò through CF in 2010. 

Great job, Big Will!  We have no doubt that you 

fought the good fight!  We will miss you, but even 

in death your impact continues.  Yes, we will all 

die, but the question iséò What will our             

testimonies be when we 

die?!ò 

Rest in peace, Brother.  

We will see you soon!   

 Mark and Sarah 
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The Prodigal Son 
By Chris Britton, Director of Rock Island Teen Outreach 

 

Most of us have heard of the Prodigal Son storyðthe son that takes 

all his inheritance, squanders it on wild living, hits rock bottom, then 

finally comes to his senses, turns, and runs home to his father. About 

a week ago there was a "Prodigal Son" moment that took place at our 

Rock Island Youth Center.   I received a text message late one eve-

ning from a teen (James) that was once a faithful teen leader at CF. 

Unfortunately, James had gotten pulled back into living a destructive  

lifestyle. In his text message he cried out, "Chris, I need to talk to you 

so bad. I'm so tired of doing things that hurt others. I want to come 

back to the center again. I want a new start!" 

My response was, "This is music to my ears. 

Come to the center after school so we can 

talk!" Just like clockwork, James was at the 

youth center the next day.  We were able to 

discuss his choices, and he confessed some 

of the things he'd been involved in. With 

that weight off of his shoulders he left the 

youth center that  evening full of hope, knowing that with Christ he's 

forgiven.  

Sadly, I'm not sure if James will stay on the right path or not. I'm 

happy to know that YouthHope will have its doors open ready to  

embrace James with Christ's love no matter what.  

What a joy it is that we have open doors to these teens where they 

can have those "Prodigal Son" experiences. It's because of ongoing 

support that we can continue to open our doors to youth who are 

looking for a way out and looking for second chances.  

 

Our 21st Annual Spring Banquet 

 

Thursday, March 4th will be our annual fundraising 

banquet!  You will not want to miss the celebration as 

we share our vision for the future and reflect on the    

defining moments of Christian Friendliness.  Call now 

for tickets or to sponsor a table!! 
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- Ron & Eilene Peterson 
 
Mark Bayert  
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- Leo & Virginia Hugaert 
- Katherine Polito 
- Roger & Norma Smith 
 
Donald Florence 
- Rich & Betty Herzfeldt 
 
Cliff Fuqua  
- Rita Fuqua and Family 
 
Wahneter Gohel 
- Gertrude Westervelt 
 
Betty Mattingly  
- Roy Cherrington  
 
Paul Moen 
- Rich & Betty Herzfeldt 
 
Fern and Silas Riepe 
- Gertrude Westervelt 
 
Ray Westervelt 
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Jim & Janet OôHern Family 
- Hallene Family Foundation  
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By: Kevin Perrine, Camp Director 

Camp 2009 went out with a bang as a YouthHope guysô  

retreat closed out the year. And now the new year is off to a 

great start!  We are off and running as we recruit staff,      

prepare the curriculum, and set the schedule for summer 

camp 2010.  We are strategically planning for our biggest 

summer in the history of Camp Summit.  God is moving in 

every area of ministry at Christian Friendliness, changing 

lives for His glory.  We are thrilled to be a part of the       

excitement and  to provide life-changing opportunities for 

students by giving them a place to go where they can be still 

and hear the voice of God.  Please 

pray that God will provide the right 

2010 camp staff.  Pray, too, for     

wisdom and creativity as we plan  

activities and set schedules.  We want 

everything we do to point the children 

and teens to Christ. The reason that 

Camp Summit exists. 

FOOD PANTRY 

Thank you for your donation of 

food items and monetary gifts 

that aid the underprivileged 

families in our community.   

We truly appreciate your           

generosity. Our  numbers for 

the month of December were:    

242 Families  =   763 People  

 

   Auxiliary    
The next Auxiliary meeting will be  

Monday, February 1, at 12:00 noon.   

 
The location will be at the 

 
Moline Youth Center 

3928 12th Ave., Moline 
 

Last names beginning with A-L will bring the food. 
Thank you to the Auxiliary members for the many ways you                          

serve Christian Friendliness!   
 

We hope you will join us.    
Please call (309) 762-4577 to make a reservation. 

Enthralled...a weekend like no 
other! 

"The king is enthralled by your 
beauty."  Psalm 45:11 

You don't want to miss this great 
opportunity to impact teen age 
girls.  We need 20-30 female 

mentors willing to participate in 
a retreat April 16-17. 
The retreat is called 

"Enthralled".  We will help teen 
age girls realize how much God is 

enthralled with their beauty.  
You can impact a girls life  

forever by volunteering for this 
weekend! 

Please contact the office soon 
you don't want to miss the  

blessing! 
309-762-4577 


